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Why bother with skin risks? 

ÅSkin disease is second commonest 

occupational disease in the EU 

     (BOHRF 2010) 

 

ÅCan have profound detrimental effects on 

peoplesô daily  activities, self-image and 

ability to work 

 
ñMy life is ruined as far as work is concerned.ò 

 

ñDermatitis is very painful.ò 

 



   

   

What does the scientific 

 literature say about  

managing the risks? 



Control options / óhierarchyô 

Engineering 

Work practices 

PPE 

Skin care 

Effectiveness  

Elimination 



  

      

ñWith any reported study 

of preventative measures, 

it is difficult to distinguish 

the relative effect of one 

measure over anotherò 

BOHRF 2010 

 



PREVENTING EXPOSURE IS 

LIKELY TO NEED A 

óPACKAGEô OF CONTROL 

MEASURES 
  



ANTIMICROBIAL TECHNOLOGY, 

ELECTRONICS 

Skin care -  



Skin care 

ÅPre-work creams 

 

ÅWashing & skin cleansers 

 

ÅDrying 

 

ÅMoisturisers 



 

Sometimes óskin careô  

causes the problems 


